
Dairy Data 2021 & 2022 

 

 
Milking Herd (UK) 

2021 2022 Annual 
Change 

Source 

 Dairy cow numbers (Head) 1,850,042 1,841,824 -0.44% a 

 Average herd size (Head) 160 164 2.50% a & b 

 Average yield per cow (l/pa) 8,093 9,142 12.96% a 

Production (UK) 

 Milk production volume (Ml)  14,982.9  14,857.9 -0.83% c 

 Liquid milk production (Ml)  6,071.7  5,958.4 -1.87% a 

 Cheese production (000 T)  497.0 511.8 3.00% a 

         Cheddar (000 T)  354.5  367.3 3.60% a 

         Other long life territorials 
(000T) 

 35.8  34.2 -4.38% a 

         Short life territorials (000 
T) 

 7.3  8.5 16.74% a 

         Blue vein (000 T)  10.8  10.5 -2.68% a 

         Other cheese (000 T)  88.5 91.3 3.11% a 

 Butter production (000 T)  214.1  208.6 -2.60% a 

Retail Performance (GB) 

Liquid milk (volume, 000 l) 4,379,075 4,222,872 -3.6% d 

Liquid milk (value, £k) 2,637,330 3,066,262 16.3% d 

Total cheese (volume, T) 371,576 360,233 -3.1% d 

        Cheddar (T) 151,390 149,613 -1.2% d 

        Speciality & Continental 
(T) 

73,385 70,462 -4.0% d 

        Stilton & British Blue (T) 4,120 4,010 -2.7% d 

        British Regionals ex.Blue 
(T) 

25,036 23,776 -5.0% d 

        Processed (T) 21,089 20,620 -2.2% d 

        Snacking (T) 23,285 22, 560 -3.1% d 

        Other (T) 73,272 69,191 -5.6% d 

Total cheese (value, £k) 2,403,746 2,567,243 6.8% d 

        Cheddar (£k) 914,535 991, 967 8.5% d 

        Speciality & Continental 
(£k) 

509,397 552,427 8.4% d 

        Stilton & British Blue (£k) 39,296 43,119 9.7% d 

        British Regionals ex.Blue 
(£k) 

158,139 169,593 7.3% d 

        Processed (£k) 127,180 131,160 3.1% d 

        Snacking (£k) 240,231 241,743 0.6% d 

        Other (£k) 414,968 437,233 5.4% d 

Source of data a: Defra; b: DHI, Welsh Government, SEERAD, DARD, Scottish Dairy Cattle  
Association; c: Defra/RPA; d: Nielsen Homescan 
 
Data kindly supplied by AHDB 


